
 

 
VETERINARY TECHNICIAN PROGRAM 
 

The Veterinary Technician degree is an intensive, full time, 
two-year veterinary nursing program. Not only will you gain 
real world experience outside of class, our 10,000 sq. ft. 
hands-on veterinary technician training facility in Redmond 
will allow you to immerse yourself in all aspects of animal 
care.  
The Central Oregon Community College Veterinary 
Technician Program is a closed admission program. The 
program currently accepts students every two years. 
Students who are accepted into the Veterinary Technician 
program go through their terms together, attending the 
lectures, labs and other activities as a group. If you love 
helping animals (as well as their owners), then this program 
will give you a step above the rest.  

The Veterinary Technician Program is accredited by the 
American Veterinarian Medical Association (AVMA) 
Committee on Veterinary Technician Education and 
Activities (CVTEA) as a program for educating veterinary 
technicians. 

The next class will be accepted for the fall 2020 start. Please 
contact the Veterinary Technician Program Director for 
complete application requirements. 

 

Required Pre-Req Courses 
WR 121 

MTH 95 or MTH 111 or higher 
SP 218 

BI 101 or BI 211 
GS 105 or CH 104 

 
Additional Requirements 

40 hours of observation in a 
veterinary clinic and 
discussion questions 

High School Diploma or GED 
 
Required Program Courses 
 
VT 101  VT 200 
VT 102  VT 201 
VT 103  VT 202 
VT 108  VT 203 
VT 110  VT 204 
VT 111  VT 206 
VT 112  VT 208 
VT 113  VT 209 
VT 114  VT 212 
VT 116  VT 280 
VT 117  VT 281 
VT 118   

For more information about the 

Veterinary Technician Program, 

please contact the program 

director. 

Beth Palmer, CVT BAS PTEID 

Redmond Campus BLD1, 104 

541.318.3724 

bpalmer@cocc.edu 

Or go to 

https://www.cocc.edu/programs/

vet-tech 

 



Veterinary Technician FAQ’s 

Veterinary technicians have been educated in the care and handling of animals, the basic principles of 
normal and abnormal life processes, and in many laboratory and clinical procedures. In general, veterinary 
technicians obtain 2-4 years of post-high school education and have an Associate's or Bachelor's degree in 
veterinary technology. They must pass a credentialing examination and keep up-to-date with continuing 
education to be considered licensed/registered/certified (the term used varies by state) veterinary technicians.  
 
Veterinary assistants support the veterinarian and/or the veterinary technician in their daily tasks. The assistant 
may be asked to perform kennel work, assist in the restraint and handling of animals, feed and exercise the 
animals, or spend time on clerical duties. There are training programs for veterinary assistants, and some are 
trained on the job. At this time, there is no credentialing exam for veterinary assistants. 

The national median annual wage for veterinary technologists and technicians in was $31,800 in May 2015. The 
median wage is the wage at which half the workers in an occupation earned more than that amount and half 
earned less. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $21,890, and the highest 10 percent earned more than 
$47,410.Veterinary technologists and technicians working in research positions often earn more than those in 
other fields do.  
 
Veterinary Technicians in Oregon can expect to make, on average, more than their peers in other states. The 
annual median salary in popular Oregon cities for veterinary technicians, according to the Bureau and Labor 
Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics Program are below. 
 

 Corvallis, OR: $36,900 
 Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA: $34,760 
 Bend-Redmond, OR: $34,750 
 Medford, OR: $33,730 
 Salem, OR: $34,060 

 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor,  
Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2016-17 Edition 

The curriculum is academically challenging and scientifically oriented. The student must possess a strong ability 
to focus and have a serious interest in a career in veterinary medicine. Along with solid academic skills, the 
student must have compassion for animals, empathy and concern for people, and the capacity to work 
cooperatively and productively with others. 

Graduates of the Central Oregon Community College Veterinary Technician Program are eligible to sit for the 
Veterinary Technician National Examination (VTNE) administered by the American Association of Veterinary 
State Boards (AAVSB). Successful completion of this examination is required for licensure as a veterinary 
technician in Oregon. Oregon licensure information can be found at 
http://www.oregon.gov/OVMEB/pages/index.aspx. 
 
 
 
 

What is the difference between a veterinary technician and a veterinary assistant? 

How much money can I expect to make after I graduate? 

What should I expect from the veterinary technician curriculum? 

Do I have to take an exam after I graduate to become licensed as a veterinary technician? 


