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Skills classes empower students
BY MARK R. JOHNSON
COCC College Relations

Every long journey begins
with a small, purposeful step.
Sometimes, that’s easier said
than done.
Finding yourself on the
path you want to be on -- with
a good job, a meaningful life,
following the goals you set
out for yourself, or perhaps
trying to figure out what exactly your goals are — is a
challenge.
But discovering your available resources is a huge part
of meeting that challenge
head-on. At the Madras campus, classes in Adult Basic
Skills can help you get your
journey underway, empowering you to take that first step.
These convenient, valuable
and affordable classes
strengthen foundational
skills in reading, writing,
math and proficiency in the
English language — the core
educational pieces that will
help you prepare for what’s
ahead.

Maybe you’ve been away
from school for a while. Or
you’re looking to take the
next step in your education
and get set for college. You
might be trying to advance
yourself in the workplace or
secure a better job with more
responsibilities.
Perhaps you dropped out of
high school and are eager to
switch gears in life by taking
your GED exam.
Whether you were homeschooled or you’ve moved
here from outside the country, no matter your story,
Adult Basic Skills classes can
help make a difference.
“We are always happy to
assist any future students, of
all ages, get their foot in the
door to pursuing their education,” said Anna Mewes, student services specialist at the
Madras campus.
“We want to help them
through the process of getting started and receiving
any information they need.”
Here’s a snapshot of what’s
involved: Classes are $25

each; in order to take a class,
students must first attend an
orientation which will include information about
COCC and the Adult Basic
Skills classes, as well as a
skills assessment and registration.
Adult Basic Skills classes
are available in Madras,
Warm Springs, Bend, Prineville, and Redmond.
The Madras classes are led
by instructors Karen Leep,
Cindy Viles and Corey Taylor.
“The program is a stepping-stone for students to get
into college, a better career
or for personal benefit, said
Taylor.
“Students who need extra
time to rejoin the educational
community can benefit from
taking our classes. Once the
students get into the groove
of classes, they often feel
more confident in their abilities to tackle college-level
classes.”
Adult Basic Skills classes
in Madras are once again on
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Student services specialist Anna Mewes helps a student with information at the COCC Madras office.

the horizon; they start up
again this fall term.
Schedules will be out in
early September and, at that
time, a quick visit to the college’s website or an easy
phone call is how people can
learn about the class sched-

ule offerings.
“These resources located
right here at our local COCC
campus in Madras have given access to students who
otherwise would not have
been able to participate in
these life-changing programs

and courses,” said Jeremy
Green, Madras campus administrator.
For more information on
COCC’s Adult Basic Skills in
Madras, call 541-550-4100, or
visit cocc.edu for complete
details on Adult Basic Skills.

YouthBuild dedicates one home, raises wall on next
On-the-job training
while earning GED
and a salary
BY SUSAN MATHENY
General Editor

Home No. 4 was dedicated,
and student workers and
supporting adults joined to
raise the first wall on home
No. 5, at the Heart of Oregon
Corps YouthBuild building
site at Lincoln Court in Madras, July 12.
The new homes are part of
a six-house “Casa Sonnadas”
building project being constructed in Madras by YouthBuild student workers.
Final finishing touches are
being put on the fourth home
at 713 SW Lincoln Court,
which will be leased to Arely
Mendez and Genaro Franco,
who have three children and
one on the way. The homes
are leased to qualifying agricultural workers.
Kelly Fisher, of Housing
Works, explained that the
family receives a 10-year
lease option on the house,
which is valued at $125,000.
They lease it for $650 per
month, and receive a credit of
$750 per year. At the end of
the 10 years, they can purchase the house for its original value, and the credits
(which in 10 years amount to
$7,500) are applied to their
closing costs.
“It’s a way to create homeownership,” Fisher said, not-
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YouthBuild students and community partners get ready to raise the first wall on house No. 5, in Madras.

ing affordable housing is a
pressing issue throughout
Central Oregon.
To address the problem of
affordable housing, Housing
Works, NeighborImpact,
Heart of Oregon Corps
YouthBuild, and Simplicity
by Hayden Homes have
joined to construct homes
and offer the lease/purchase
program.
The Madras homes, and
also homes in Sisters, are being built by students in the
YouthBuild program, which
offers on-the-job construction
training, along with school
instruction to earn a GED,
and payment for their work.
YouthBuild student Quint-

en Hoptowit, of Warm
Springs, has been in the program since March. He helped
put in sod in the yard of one
house, worked on the trim of
the fourth Madras house, and
helped roof a house in Sisters.
“Working on these houses
has taught me the value of
teamwork, which is a lot easier than doing things by yourself,” he said.
He has overcome great obstacles at home and in his
community by going back to
school at YouthBuild and
working daily at the Madras
and Sisters construction
sites.
“I’ve enjoyed being around

a positive community where I
can get my education and
work at the same time,” he
said, adding “I like the hammering and may like to do
something like this in the future.”

Since 2009, Heart of Oregon
YouthBuild has built or rehabbed 23 affordable homes
in Central Oregon.
Stable, affordable housing
has bread-reaching effects on
a family’s health, education
and employment opportunities. These positives influences stretch beyond the
walls of the homes into the
community.
Construction manager
James Collins said the daily
Madras work crew averages
six to seven students, as students rotate between projects. The homes being built in
Madras all have the same basic $1,250-square-foot floor
plan, with three bedrooms,
and two bathrooms.
Students receive training
in framing walls and connecting electrical outlets and
switches at Heart of Oregon’s
facility in Redmond, before
working on a home.
“They learn everything
from the foundation to framing, and doing siding, dry
wall, finish work, and landscaping,” Collins said, adding

that the main electrical and
plumbing work is contracted
out.
At the dedication and wall
raising, tours were given of
the nearly-finished home,
and the youth and community partners lifted up the first
wall on the next home.
Local students helping
build the Madras homes are:
From Madras: Brandon McMahon, Austin VanWinkle,
Drake Anderson, Malachi
Johnson, Ruben CordovaBenitez, Roman Silva, Scott
Powell, Gaby Cohetzaltitla,
Jordan Scott, Rodger Jack,
Miguel Martinez, Austin Lanham, Micah Massey, Colin
Towell, Jasmine McCool and
Isabella Allenbach.
From Warm Springs: Dyrrel Wallulatim, Brittney
Charley, Lyndreth LeClaire,
Quinten Hoptowit, Alyssa
Culps, Kris Howtopat, James
Greene, Shirleen Killsfirst,
Arrita Sampson, Adam Rubio, Scotty Scott, and Kristan
Smith.
From Terrebonne: Michael
Kash.

Free school backpacks at TCC
Students in Madras are Backpack Giveaway.
about to benefit from a naBetween 1-4 p.m. on July
tional backpack giveaway.
23, The Madras TCC store is
inviting local families to
On Sunday, July 23, nearly bring their children to the
1,000 participating TCC and store to pick up a backpack
Wireless Zone stores are filled with pencils, paper, a
teaming up to donate 172,000 pencil box, folders, glue and
backpacks full of school sup- more.
plies to children through
The TCC store in Madras is
TCC’s annual School Rocks located at 45 NE Plum St.

Each TCC store is donating
220 backpacks, and backpacks are available on a firstcome, first-served basis.
Since 2013, TCC has donated more than 505,000 backpacks filled with supplies to
ensure children are well prepared for the start of the
school year.

College grads, honors listed
Youth Camp@COCC Madras Campus!
For youth ages 10 –14

LEGO VIDEO GAMES
July 31 – August 3
9 a.m. to Noon

For More Information

541.550.4100
cocc.edu/madras

Cost: $179
(limited full scholarships available based on need)

Limited Camp Space, Register Today!
Phone: 541.383.7270
Online: Learn more at

cocc.edu/youthcamp

♿

In advance of College events, persons needing accommodation or transportation because of a
physical or mobility disability, contact Joe Viola at 541.383.7775. For accommodation because
of other disability such as hearing impairment, contact Disability Services at 541.383.7583.

George Fox

Koryl Reese, of Culver, and
Nora Aguirre, of Madras,
were among the more than
900 students who received diplomas in commencement
ceremonies at George Fox
University this spring.
Reese received a Master of
Arts in Teaching, and Aguirre earned a Bachelor of Arts
in Accounting and Global
Business.
Two Madras students were
among those who earned
dean’s list recognition at
George Fox University for
the spring 2017 semester by
earning a 3.5 gpa.
The students are, Maddie
Molitor, a sophomore in nursing, and Danielle Schmaltz, a
sophomore in international
studies.

Willamette University

Anya Clowers has been
name to Willamette University’s College Honors List for
the spring semester for earning a gpa in excess of 3.75.
She also received the Theodore E.D. Shay Award for the
junior economics major with
the highest cumulative gpa
and the Richard M. Gillis
Award for outstanding work
in economics as a sophomore
and junior. Anya is the
daughter of Brad and Linda
Clowers of Madras.

University of Rochester

Jamie Rudd, of Madras,
graduated summa cum laude
from the University of Rochester on May 21, with a bachelor of arts degree in anthropology, and English: lan-

guage, media and communications.
Rudd is the daughter of
Miles Rudd, M.D. and Saundra Allard, and a graduate of
Madras High School. The
University of Rochester is a
private research university
located in Rochester, N.Y.

College of Siskiyous

Madras resident Bryce Rehwinkel was named to the
president’s list at the College
of the Siskiyous, for earning a
4.0 gpa.

Regus University

Madras resident Shani Rehwinkel is in graduate school
at Rehus University, where
she was named to the dean’s
list for earning a 3.5 gpa.

